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Memorandum 
 
DATE: January 11, 2006 
 
TO: Companies Writing Property/Casualty and/or Life/Health Insurance  
 
FROM: Linda A. Watters 
 Commissioner 
 
SUBJECT: Inquiry Regarding Insurance Policy Forms – Response Required 
 
Enclosed is the 2006 Michigan Policy Forms Survey issued on behalf of the OFIS Commissioner 
requiring completion by insurers writing Property/Casualty and/or Life/Health insurance.  The purpose of 
the survey is to gather information respecting compliance with Sections 2236(5), 2254, 2833(1)(q), 3008, 
3013, 3145, 3410, 3411, 3412, 3413, 3414, 3415, 3416, and 3418 of the Insurance Code of 1956. 
 
Background 
In Rory v Continental Ins Co, 473 Mich 457, 475, the Michigan Supreme Court stated,  
 

Clearly, the Legislature has assigned the responsibility of evaluating the “reasonableness” 
of an insurance contract to the person within the executive branch charged with 
reviewing and approving insurance policies: the Commissioner of Insurance.  The statute 
permits, but does not require, the Commissioner to disapprove or withdraw an insurance 
contract if the Commissioner determines that a condition or exception is unreasonable or 
deceptive.  The decision to approve, disapprove, or withdraw an insurance policy form is 
within the sound discretion of the Commissioner. [footnote omitted] 

 
The information will assist the Commissioner in meeting these responsibilities. 
 
Response Required 
These inquiries are issued pursuant to MCL 500.438(3), which authorizes the Commissioner to address 
inquiries to any insurer in relation to the insurer’s activities, or any matter connected with the insurer’s 
transactions, and requires an insurer to address the inquiry promptly in writing.  Please respond within 
30 days of the date of this correspondence.  Please be reminded that failing to respond to a 
Commissioner inquiry within 30 days may subject an insurer to penalties pursuant to MCL 500.438(5). 
 
If you have any questions regarding the survey, please call the Product Review Unit toll free 
at 1-877-999-6442 or 517-373-4948, or send email to rparlo@michigan.gov. 
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